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Successful battery recycling  
program leads to award  
for Marion County 

This spring, Marion County Public Works - Environmental Services received a 
regional recycling leadership award from the Rechargeable Battery Recycling 

Corporation, a nonprofit public service organization dedicated to rechargeable battery 
and cell phone recycling. The award recognizes the success of the county’s eight-year-
old battery recycling program, which collects rechargeable, button, lantern, 9-volt, 
and AAA to D sized batteries. Collection is done curbside, at the county’s two transfer 
stations, and at 20 participating stores. Wet cell batteries also can be dropped off at the 
transfer stations. 

In 2006, Marion County collected more than 50 tons of batteries—85 percent of 
them through the curbside program. Most households in the county have 90-gallon roll 
carts for biweekly commingled recycling collection, but batteries are placed in a Ziploc 
bag (to keep them dry) and set out in a separate bin, along with glass, motor oil, and 
latex paint. Eight garbage and recycling haulers collect these materials and bring them 
to their main offices, where they are picked up every two weeks by a hired crew from 
the county’s Juvenile Department. These adjudicated teenagers transport the batteries 
to the main transfer station, remove them from the plastic bags, and dump them into 
55-gallon drums. Eventually the rechargeable batteries are sent to the Rechargeable 
Battery Recycling Corporation (RBRC), which ships them to a battery recycling facility 
in Pennsylvania. RBRC is funded by 300 manufacturers and marketers of rechargeable 
batteries. 

Marion County spends approximately $20,000 annually to make the community 
aware of the battery recycling program, with the funds going toward in-store posters 
and window stickers and radio, TV, and print advertising. Promotion is heaviest 
when people are thinking about batteries—during daylight savings time changes, after 
Christmas, and in summer when many people are using battery-run devices outdoors. 

“The program has been successful because it is simple for the residents to 
understand and it easy for them to participate,” said Bailey Payne, the county’s recycling 
coordinator.

What does it mean?

Conference Snapshots

AOR board member 
John MacArthur 

spotted this mysterious 
bus in Portland. Is it a 
relic from AOR’s past? A 
plea to recycle old school 
buses? A message from 
space aliens?  Please, 
members: report any  
other unusual AOR 
sightings to news@aORr.
org so we can get to the 
bottom of this. 

In a plenary address, long-time AOR friend Pete Grogan, 
Weyerhaeuser’s marketing manager, explained how the 
economies of China, India, Russia, and Eastern Europe are 
opening up and joining the global free market, creating 
billions of new middle-class consumers. China’s economy is 
growing at three times the rate the U.S. economy did during 
the dot-com boom, and China has built 400 large shopping 
malls in the last seven years—some of them with a mind-
boggling 30,000 stores. As the world’s largest economies, 
China and India require far more natural resources than 
they can produce themselves, and they are “gobbling up 
unprecedented quantities of natural resources, including 
recovered paper,” Pete said. “China, India, and Japan will 
consume 50 percent of the world’s resources by 2020 and 
will be responsible for the largest consumption of natural 
resources and recovered commodities in the history of the 
world.” Among other things, this will create major market 
opportunities for the rest of the world in recycled paper, 
scrap metal, scrap plastic, and e-scrap for decades. 

Will the United States be up to the task? As Pete has told 
AOR before, somewhere between 30 and 40 percent of the 
paper produced in this country that could be recycled is 
going to landfills or being incinerated. Much of that is from 
multi-family housing units or small offices. (Fifty percent of 
office paper in the United States is not collected, he says.) 
In China, on the other hand, virtually no paper is disposed 
of in urban landfills unless it is seriously contaminated. 
The consumer demand 
has serious implications 
for resource and energy 
management, and recycling 
could play a role in reducing 
energy and resource 
consumption, air and water 
pollution, and emission of 
greenhouse gases in what 
Pete calls the “new, new 
world order.”

AOR 
Recycler 
of the Year 
Award 
winner 
Steve A...

potheker was 
serenaded 
in style by 
golden-
toned Kristan 

Mitchell.

During the 
awards ceremony, Sarah 

Grimm floated everyone’s boat with this buoyant 
flamenco number from the House of de Bris—a fashion line 
developed by haute trash maven Rayona Visqueen, who 
can see the stylish potential of nearly every kind of cast-off, 
from credit cards (who needs ‘em?) to police crossing tape. 

In a stunning radio drama, our man James 

Bond and the voluptuous Polly Jugs used their 
ingenuity, charm, and the “Q stupefier” to 
defeat Dr. Jo..., er, Dr. No, who along with his 
Hawaiian taxi driver friend had been trying 
to bring Oregon’s bottle bill modernization 
to a screeching halt. Ha! Foiled again, Dr. No! 
Meanwhile, David Allaway wonders when 
they’ll create a Tony Award category for 
Theatrical Productions for Banquets of Non-
Profit Trade Associations. Ph
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Chair: Lee Barrett
Metro
600 NE Grand Ave.
Portland, OR 97232
503-797-1760
BarrettL@Metro.dst.or.us 

Treasurer: Joe Wonderlick
Waste Connections, Inc.
12820 NE Marx
Portland, OR 97230
503-251-1301
JoeW@wasteconnections.com

Markets: Lorena Young
Weyerhaeuser Co.
3425 East 17th Ave.
Eugene, OR 97403
541-744-4119
Lorena.Young@weyerhaeuser.com

Legislation: Scott Klag
Metro
600 NE Grand Ave.
Portland, OR 97232
503-797-1665
KlagS@Metro.dst.or.us

Education: Martha Hovis
Newberg Garbage Service
PO Box 1000 
Newberg, OR 97132 
503-538-1388
ngs_recycles@yahoo.com 

Special Projects: Angie Marzano
City of Gresham
1333 NW Eastman Parkway
Gresham, OR  97030
503-618-2694
Angie.Marzano@ci.gresham.or.us

Membership: John  MacArthur
HDR  Inc.  
1165 Union Street NE, Suite 200
Salem, OR 97301
503-587-3678
john.macarthur@hdrinc.com 

Secretary: Jennifer Porter
City of Portland Office of Sustainable  
Development
721 NW 9th Ave., RM 350
Portland, OR 97209-3444
503-823-6110
jporter@ci.portland.or.us

Past Chair: Alex Cuyler
City of Eugene
99 W 10th AVE
Eugene, OR 97401-3015
541-682-6830
Alex.D.Cuyler@ci.eugene.or.us

AOR Office: Betty Patton
PO Box 13328
Portland, OR 97213-0328
503-233-3056
FAX 503-232-0272
mail@aorr.org
www.aorr.org

Board of Officers
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All AOR 
members

receive
a $10 

discount

The premier magazine for
sustainable business news.

To subscribe please call us or fill out a special
online discount form at the website address below:

800-433-9301 • www.sijournal.com/prtnr

NOW ONLY

 a year.

August 9 Board Meeting
Date: Thursday, August 9
Time: 9:00 a.m.
Place: Marion Recycling Center, Inc.
3680 Brooklake Road NE, 503-390-4000

Directions
Take I-5 to Brooks and get off at the Gervais/Brooks 
exit. Go west (right if coming from Portland) about 
1/8 mile. Watch for tan metal buildings and a big 
water tank—Marion Recycling Center is on the 
south side of the road. Park anywhere in the front 
lot and go to the front office, which has a blue metal 
roof and a tall flag pole in front.

Next Meeting

Board retreat September 28 - 30  
in Longbeach, Washington 

Board briefs

After a successful conference in Redmond, Salem was again the scene for the July board meeting where we welcomed two 
new members: Scott Klag and Joe Wonderlick. Be sure to read more of the conference recap in this issue, but the quick 

numbers are: 95 attendees on Thursday and 270 attendees on Friday/Saturday. High marks came in for sessions and there was a 
general positive buzz and increased membership interest! Thank you, members, for making the conference a success.

The AOR board discussed plans to have an outside CPA review the AOR books. This has been standard practice in the past 
and will be undertaken again in the next month.

The results of the conference policy session were reviewed. Approximately 40 voters placed three dots onto issue boards 
indicating areas they would like to see the organization focus on. Here are the votes tallied for each issue, along with a summary 
of the board response discussed at July’s meeting:

Votes Issue area Board comment

33 Fire marshal AOR will work closely with ORRA
31  E-waste Possible January member meeting topic
25  Bottle bill Focus now is on task group formation
21  MRF regulation Needs further discussion
13  Garbage stomping bill Not clear on AOR’s role
12  Plastic bags ban/tax Will offer AOR as a resource to City of Portland
1  Joint conference with WSRA Discuss at board retreat in September

The RFP for conference planning services was issued in May. Two responses came back: Pacific Agenda and a St. Louis, 
Missouri, company. Pacific Agenda was selected, and contract negotiations will be finalized in August. The board is pleased that 
Patty Morgan will continue her work with AOR.

Coming up in late September/early October will be our annual board retreat, followed by the fall forum, which will focus on 
plastics. Stay tuned for more information!

—Jennifer Porter, Secretary

Recycling markets mid-year 2007... Things look good in 
terms of paper, plastic, and metal prices. Demand remains 

strong, and the focus is shifting to where the next tons of 
recyclables will come from. 

For those of you wondering about the direction of prices, 
from June to July prices were up a little on cardboard, 
newspaper, and the office/printer grades. Shortages of recycled 
plastic volumes for domestic markets contributed to sustained 
demand, in spite of some cooling on certain grades of plastics 
deemed dirty going into China.

The expectation for the near term is a continuation of 
higher fiber pricing. There is an emphasis on identifying 
new methods and sources of non-fiber commodities. Those 
incremental new tons the industry is hoping to identify and 
divert will generate new interest in places where recycling has 
been minimal or nonexistent. 

What else is happening? From the new wave of plastic bag 
bans to ideas about bans on water bottles, there is quite the 
stir about modifying recycling yields by removing recyclables 
from the picture all together. There are more and more 
opportunities for us to work together and pursue some new 
approaches to resource management.

The trade and agricultural publications express a variety of 
views about the boom in biofuels production. One publication 
discussed how this growing season represents the largest 
planting of corn since World War II. That puts agricultural 
demand on fossil fuels, contributing to impacts on oil prices. 

Another source demonstrated that, for each cup of biofuel 
produced, there was a demand for almost 75 percent of a cup 
of fossil fuels. That, too, puts demand on fossil fuels. Of course 
there is controversy over competition for food crops—for 
people and livestock. Rising fuel costs, more acres converted 
to fuel crops, and the resources required will have an impact. 
It’s a daily news story.

In a world more attuned to the issue of resource depletion 
than in the past, the question is not just competition for fossil 
fuels and crop yields, but also for water and land. So there is 
interest in pursuing biofuel crops that do not require as much 
cultivation or irrigation. We will be hearing more and more 
about those alternatives.

Getting back to recycling markets... Things are popping. 
Prices are at a level that is sustaining growth in recycling 
efforts. 

—Lorena Young, Markets Chair

Markets report: Recycling markets mid-year 2007

Marion County to share 
recycling-related clip art 
collection 
by Bailey Payne, Recycling Coordinator, 
Marion County Public Works

Over the past five years, the Environmental Services 
Department of Marion County Public Works 

has been working with an artist to help us develop a 
collection of clip art that is specific to waste reduction, 
recycling, and composting. We now have a collection 
of about 200 images that I have organized into folders 
and put on our Web site for others to use. Previously, I 
mailed a CD or DVD of the images to people I thought 
would find them useful, but this was a bit time-
consuming, it was difficult for people who didn’t have 
DVD drives, and the disks became outdated as new 
images were added to the collection. Besides, doing it 
online is more in the spirit of waste reduction!

I’ve found it helpful to work with one artist so that 
there is a consistent “look” to the images; however, I 
have also included some images created by others when 
copyright issues are not a concern. We are happy to 
share these images for educational purposes—not for 
marketing or selling goods or services.

To view the collection follow the link on our home 
page or go directly to http://apps.co.marion.or.us/
imagegallery. 

If you have photos or clip art images that you own 
the rights to and would like to share with others in the 
recycling community, please email them to me (or send 
on a disk) and I will add them to the collection.

Bailey Payne
bpayne@co.marion.or.us
503-588-5169 x5991
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Calendar

SCRAP’s Iron Artist Competition

Saturday, August 25
Fifth annual competitive “sculpt-off” in Portland. Ten artist teams 
have three hours to create sculptures from reused materials provided 
by the School and Community Reuse Action Project (SCRAP) and 
other organizations. $250 to compete, or you can be a sponsor for 
$500 or more. More info from ironartist@scrapaction.org, or go to 
www.scrapaction.org/newsletter.html.

ORRA Fall Convention

Friday & Saturday, September 21 & 22
Two-day event at Salishan Spa & Golf Resort. For more info, contact 
the Oregon Refuse and Recycling Association at 800-527-7624, 
orrainfo@orra.net, or www.orra.net. 

Sustainable Industries Economic Forum 

Tuesday, September 25
One-day event in Portland on the economic development potential 
of sustainability, for the mainstream business community on the 
West Coast. Also in Seattle on October 3. Sponsored by Celilo 
Group Media and Shorebank Pacific. $40. More info at www.
sustainableindustries.com/forums.

Oregon Natural Step Network 10th Anniversary  

and Conference

Tuesday & Wednesday, October 9 & 10
Celebration dinner on Tuesday followed by a one-day conference 
in Beaverton on Wednesday. Individuals and leaders of business, 
government, and educational institutions will learn how to find a path 
that balances success and sustainability. $200 - $300 for conference. 
More info at www.or-natural-step.org/.

Polymers and the Environment: Emerging Technology  

and Science

Wednesday - Friday, October 17 - 19
International symposium in Vancouver, Washington, on biopolymers, 
polylactic acid production and technology, and composting 
bioplastics. Co-hosted by the BioEnvironmental Polymer Society and 
the Biodegradable Products Institute. $500 - $600. Register at www.
beps.org/index.php?page=events. 

Collaborative Approaches to Achieving Zero Waste 

Friday, October 19
One-day workshop in Portland sponsored by the University of 
Oregon’s Sustainability Leadership Program. $224 - $249. More info at 
http://sustain.uoregon.edu or call 800-824-2714 or -541-346-4231.

The Life Cycle of Electronic Products—Impacts and  

Responsibilities

Friday, December 7 
AOR member Wayne Rifer returns to offer a one-day workshop in 
Portland, sponsored by the University of Oregon’s Sustainability 
Leadership Program. $224 - $249. More info at http://sustain.uoregon.
edu or call 800-824-2714 or -541-346-4231.

Recycling grapevine
The new general manager of Sanipac in Eugene started 
work in June. He is Mark Wall, formerly with the Eugene 
Water and Electric Board. Rick Wichman, who has been 
acting general manager for the last year, will settle back 
into his role as chief financial officer for this 135-person 
family-owned company—the largest privately owned 
hauler in the state.

More Sanipac news: in April Sanipac converted its entire 
fleet to biodiesel fuel (B20).

The City of Gresham is converting to roll carts for 
residential collection, starting in August. As an expanded 
service, plastic tubs and buckets will be welcome in the 
65-gallon containers.

Gresham is extending its pilot food waste program for 
businesses. The six-month trial period ended in June, but 
the program is continuing for now, with hopes that it will 
be permanently funded. Eleven businesses, including a 
hospital, grocery, and restaurants, currently participate in 
the program. 

Bear eCycling—Oso Martin’s new electronics reuse and 
recycling company—just opened a television recycling 
depot at its southeast Portland facility. Bear charges 
$1 per inch of screen, measured diagonally. Given the 
demand for new digital TVs, most of the sets Bear 
receives are recycled, rather than reused.

Gresham now has its own computer recycling nonprofit: 
the Computer Recycling and Education Center, which 
opened in November. The new outfit accepts monitors, 
printers, circuit boards, cell phones, and other equipment 
from residences and businesses—for free, with the 
exception of monitors. Monitors and printers are sent 
to California for recycling, but most other equipment 
is disassembled onsite by volunteers. Michael Wall of 
Greenwall Industries is providing recycling expertise 
and takes the circuit boards, mother boards, and power 
supplies. In addition to recycling, the center teaches free 
computer skills classes and offers rebuilt computers to 
people in need, via qualified nonprofit agencies.

Kim Holmes is leaving Resource Recycling to be a full-
time mom to 1 1⁄2-year-old Dylan. For years she wrote 
for E-Scrap News and Plastics Update and did research 
for Resource Recycling’s e-scrap and plastics conferences. 
She also helped plan this year’s AOR conference. Thanks, 
Kim!
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Didn’t make it to AOR’s annual conference at Eagle Crest in June? Here’s some of what you missed. If you want to know more, 
go to www.aORr.org for presentations from many of the conference speakers. 

Regina Hauser of the 
Oregon Natural Step 
Network kicked off 
the education day 
of the conference 
with a presentation 
on the scientifically 
based, systems-
oriented Natural Step 
framework, which 
helps individuals 
and businesses take 
meaningful steps 
toward sustainability. 
She pointed out that 

the purpose of business is to meet human needs, and that 
all commercial and societal activities take place within the 
environment, which is all-encompassing. 

It may be that nothing we are doing now is truly sustainable. 
But as we head into a period of  high energy prices, 
increased demand for resources, and growing stress on the 
ecosystems that support us, it is important to remember the 
concept of flexible platforms—approaches or technologies 
(such as compact fluorescent light bulbs) that may not 
themselves be sustainable (CFLs have mercury) but that 
we can use now, in the interim, as we move closer to 
sustainability. Regina explained how companies such as 
Interface Carpet, the Collins Companies, and Hot Lips 
Pizza have used principles of the Natural Step to increase 

their sustainability. She also sees recycling as an 
effective way to raise people’s awareness 

of sustainability, although 
more systematic 

and visionary 
thinking is 

needed if 
organizations 

are to take 
big strides in 

sustainability. 

After some coaching on the essence of paper and papermaking by Weyerhaeuser’s 
Lynnette Mathisen, conference attendees sorted 28 different paper types by grade. 

Papermaking has been part of Oregon’s economy for 140 years. Historically, straw, 
cotton, hemp, tree bark, and even animal dung were used in paper. Today, paper is made 
from roughly equal parts residue from wood chips, pulp wood from small trees, and 
recovered paper. 

Oregon Secretary of State Bill Bradbury was among the first 
50 people that former Vice President Al Gore trained to 
give the slide presentation that was the basis of the film An 
Inconvenient Truth. In a keynote address, Bill spoke with 
passion about the collision between our civilization and the 
earth and the possibly dire effects of climate change. (In 
Oregon they could include increased invasive species, ocean 
dead zones, and reduced snowpack that would affect irrigation, 
drinking water availability, and salmon.) But “it’s really clear 
that we have the ability to deal with this problem,” he said. Bill 
handed out tips on what people could do to reduce carbon 
emissions and emphasized the value of recycling. He cited 
DEQ estimates that, in 2005, recycling and energy recovery 
led to a 4.6 percent drop in carbon emissions in Oregon—the 
equivalent of removing 710,000 cars from the road. 

Bill also pointed to the growing numbers of U.S. states 
and cities—including Portland, Lake Oswego, Corvallis, 
Lincoln City, Eugene, and Ashland—that have committed to 
significantly cut their carbon emissions. In Portland, the actual 
reductions have been “stunning,” according to the New York 
Times, and the city’s economy has boomed. 

“This is real proof that we don’t have to sacrifice our economy 
to make these improvements,” Bill said. “If we unleash our 
creativity, our innovation, and our inspiration, we can solve 
this problem.... The choice is ours, the responsibility is ours, the 
future is ours.”

6  Conference Snapshots



Printed on Recycled Paper

Reuse art exhibit at BRING explores the 
concept of cast-offs

Lights crafted from colorful detergent bottles, somber candles made of 
residue from the production of vegetable fuel, tender portraits drawn on 

grocery bags... These are some of the items in Tossed and Found, a traveling 
exhibit of primarily functional art made from discarded materials. After stints at 
various social service agencies in Portland this spring and summer, Tossed and 
Found recently moved to BRING Recycling’s new Planet Improvement Center in 
Eugene and will be on display there through August.

Tossed and Found is the brainchild of Taylor Stevenson, an interpreter at the 
health clinic for Portland’s Outside In, which provides services for homeless 
youth and low-income or marginalized adults. Stevenson has traveled to South 
America, where people make all kinds of useful and beautiful objects from 
reused materials. An artist herself, she learned to weave decorative baskets from 
magazine paper and plastic bottles and returned home pondering whether the 
things we throw away really are garbage.

The idea for Tossed and Found arose last year, when the 
federal Deficit Reduction Act restricted Medicaid funding 
and Stevenson struggled to find a way to respond to the 
situation. In her view, vulnerable people can be rejected, 
ignored, and “tossed” in the same way that garbage is, and 
the role of social services is to find and reintegrate rejected 
people back into society. Reclaiming cast-off items and 
turning them into functional art was not just cathartic for 
Stevenson, but a meaningful metaphor for how we treat each 
other in society.

The social service, art, and environmental organizations 
Outside In, the 100th Monkey, Friendly House, and Orlo 
(all in Portland) have taken turns hosting Tossed and Found 
since it opened in March. The exhibit has 50 pieces from 
about 30 artists—mostly from Portland, but some from as far 
away as New England. Many of the artists are clients of social 
service agencies, which gives them a unique perspective on 
what our society discards.

This backpack, made by Patrick Lind 
from pallet straps, rolled video tape, 
and scrap string, is displayed in Tossed 
and Found. The traveling exhibit aims to 
make people question why they reject 
and ignore what no longer serves them. 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

PO Box 13328, Portland, OR  97213-0328

Newsletter Editor: Ann Sihler
news@aORr.org

The AOR Newsletter is printed on  
Mohawk-brand 28# text made with  

100% post-consumer content.

 
AOR Newsletter Advertising Rates

• ¼ page: $100 • ½ page: $165 
• Full page: $275 • Insert: $155
• Business Card (12 times): $180

FAbove rates for members of AOR.   
Non-members add 50% surcharge, or join 
AOR (call for application). 

F Discounts are available for quantity orders, 
orders from non-profit groups,  
and classified ads.

F Call 503-233-3056 for details.
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8  Electronic Delivery

Psst! Wanna get  
electronic?

Attention all AOR 
members! You now 

have the choice to go 
totally digital with the 
AOR newsletter. Instead of 
having it delivered to your 
mailbox as folded pieces 
of paper, you can have it 
delivered directly to your e-mail as a PDF file. 

No longer will you spend those last few days of the month watching 
your mailbox, wondering when your newsletter will arrive. No longer 
will you feel the guilt of knowing that you are responsible for the 
expenditure of AOR funds for printing and postage, just so you can read 
the latest in exciting and entertaining recycling news from hard copy. 

Friends, you can go totally digital simply by e-mailing mail@aORr.org 
and saying that you would like to receive the AOR newsletter via e-mail, 
instead of as hard copy. Put “speedy delivery” in the subject line and we’ll 
even send you an extra PDF of your first all-electronic issue because, 
gosh darn it, that’s just the kind of people we are. 
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